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For Elizabeth Bishop

On]y veterans know these things:
real soldiers never swap sea stories
and dead men tell no tales.

Montages are for the movies—
fragmented memories
patched together

O reconstruct tl”lC day your 111{:€ changed f‘O‘I’GVG‘I‘.

There isa Iooo—yard stare
that we all share.

The secret handsh ake

just a TlOd Olf acknowledgement—
an eyeing ofthe te]l—ta]e scars on the scalp.

r[112[(75 all the StOFy you need.





